Maternal hepatitis B screening at a private hospital.
A prospective study was performed to determine whether the Centers for Disease Control risk factors are reliable predictors of the hepatitis B surface antigen (HBsAg) carrier state in the obstetric population at a large private hospital in Cincinnati. During the 12-month study period, 5,877 patients delivered at the hospital. The patients were screened for HBsAg either prenatally or on presentation in labor. Questionnaires were administered after arrival at the hospital to assess for historical risk factors. An overall 0.0925% incidence of HBsAg seropositivity was discovered. All patients who were HBsAg positive had identifiable risk factors.